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Report Highlights: 

TH5140 – Export prices were virtually unchanged from the previous week.  The Government will issue 

a new public tender for non-food grade rice for industrial use by the end of November.        
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Market Tone 

 
Export prices were virtually unchanged from the previous week due to lack of new inquiries from 

foreign buyers.  Supplies of main-crop white and fragrant rice are entering the market.  However, 

farm-gate prices remained steady at around 7,900 baht per metric tons ($220/MT) for 5% grade 

white rice paddy and 12,300 baht per metric tons ($344/MT) for fragrant rice paddy.  Harvest 

progress is slow, particularly for fragrant rice, due to unusually late rain in the northeastern region. 

The Government announced that it will issue a new public tender for non-food grade rice of around 

10,000 metric tons by the end of November 2015.  The terms and conditions of the tender will be 

announced by November 20.  The small size of this first non-food grade rice tender is because the 

Ministry of Commerce wants to ensure that it has adequate controls in place to keep the rice out of 

the food chain.  If this goes smoothly, larger quantities of non-food grade rice will be sold.  

Reportedly, bidders will include ethanol producers and animal feed producers.      

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for November 9-15, 

2015 totaled 58,118 metric tons, up 8,241 metric tons from the previous week, but down 15,160 

metric tons from the four-week moving average of 73,278 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports 

(excluding premium white and fragrant rice) from January 1 – November 15, 2015, totaled 

3,790,540 metric tons, down 19 percent from the same period last year. 

Total Thai rice exports from January to September 2015 totaled 6.6 million metric tons, down 13 

percent from the same period last year. 
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